The Kaminando:
Habitat
Connectivity
Initiative (K-HCI)
Program-Panamá
Kaminando’s wildlife and
conservation biology program
provides a valuable opportunity for
students to work in the spectacular
Tropical Montane Cloud Forest of
Panamá. The study area includes
Mamoní Valley Preserve (MVP),
Comarca Guna Yala (indigenous
territory), and Chagres National
Park.

845 MacArthur Blvd. Suite 7
Oakland, California 94610
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Kaminando offers hands-on,
professional internships in one of
the world's most exciting and highly
diverse areas, the Chocó-Darien
Moist Forest Ecoregion.

If you are a biology student or
recent graduate looking to explore
and discover your career path, KHCI and MVP offers a myriad of
opportunities in the fields of
Ornithology, Mammalogy,
Herpetology, Entomology,
Sustainability, and Geospatial
Analysis.

Path of the
Jaguar

12-day
Conservation
Program
* You will primarily aid in the
effort to study five species of
felines [including the mighty
jaguar] using camera traps in
the Mamoni Valley.
* You can define your own
dissertation/thesis project on
a topic/taxon of your choice!
Potentially determining a
range extension or even
discovering a new species!

Tropical Montane Cloud Forest (TMCF)
TMCF: ‘forests that are frequently covered
in cloud or mist.’ One of the most
significant characteristics of TMCFs is
their ability to extract water from the windblown fog and clouds, thus adding to the
watershed. Despite their value, cloud
forests are seriously at risk. Most TMCFs
which remain, are only fragments of their
original extent. In the early 1990s, TMCFs
were high on the list of the world’s most
threatened terrestrial ecosystems. To date,
these rare ecosystems occupy about 0.14%
of the entire land surface of the planet.
TMCFs contain exceptional concentrations
of the world’s biodiversity, both flora and
fauna with high endemism.
By examining species distributions and
species richness, projects could:

* Compare species communities within the
preserve (e.g. the buffer/core zones that
differ in degrees of wildlife preservation
and human activity).
* Investigate the impact of habitat type on
species community composition.
*Study the effect of altitude on species
composition.
*Document changes in forest cover,
species distribution, species habitat use
through Geospatial Analysis.
Please visit our website to submit a letter
of interest and for project pricing.

